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Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to 
gather in their homes, places of worship, and 
community centers to share the spirit of un-
derstanding and prayer and to reinforce ties 
of family and community. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:46 a.m., November 24, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 25. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on Arrival From the United 
Kingdom 
November 21, 2003

Good evening. Laura and I have just re-
turned from Great Britain, where we had a 
fantastic trip. Her Majesty the Queen was 
a great host. Of course, we spent some time 
today in Tony Blair’s constituency, which was 
not only a lot of fun, but it was a chance 
to continue our dialog about how to fight and 
defeat terror. We’ve got a special relationship 
with Great Britain. That relationship was re-
affirmed during the last 3 days. 

Back here at home, I’m pleased that the 
Congress passed the Healthy Forests Initia-
tive, which will help us maintain our national 
treasure, our forests, again providing a com-
monsense strategy and making sure that the 
fire hazards that we’ve seen over the last cou-
ple of summers are mitigated as best as pos-
sible. 

Secondly, I was pleased that House of 
Representatives passed an energy bill. This 
Nation needs an energy bill. It needs an en-
ergy plan. A minority of Senators are holding 
it up. For the sake of our national security 
and economic security, the Senate has got 
to pass this bill. 

And finally, as you know, the Medicare 
legislation is—will be debated tonight in the 
House of Representatives and eventually in 
the Senate. It is an important time for Mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress to honor our obli-
gations to our seniors by providing a modern 
Medicare system, a system that includes pre-
scription drugs and choices for our seniors. 
I urge the House and the Senate to pass this 
good piece of legislation. 

We’re glad to be home. It’s good to see 
you all. Good night. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:27 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Queen Elizabeth II and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7739—National Family 
Week, 2003
November 21, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As Americans gather during Thanksgiving 

week, we honor our families, and we recog-
nize the family as a source of help, hope, 
and stability for our citizens and for our 
country. 

Strong families make our Nation better. 
They teach our children values and help 
them become responsible citizens. We must 
encourage families to be loving and compas-
sionate, generous and supportive, and to 
serve and help others. 

On this Thanksgiving week, we also pay 
respect to our brave military families whose 
loved ones are on active duty, many on the 
front lines of freedom in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. These families provide a bond of love 
and encouragement to our men and women 
in uniform as they defend liberty and protect 
our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 23 
through November 29, 2003, as National 
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